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MINUTES OF MEETING; 21 SEPTEMBER 2011 AT THE OPEN DOOR
Present

	Jean Thompson Chair (JT)
	Others

	Arne Strid VChair (AS)
	Sam Waylen (SW)

	Steve Gregory Secretary (SG)
	Evelyn Moyes 

	Goff Cantley Planning Officer (GC)
	Hilary Davies

	Members
	Phillida Sawbridge

	Irene Harris
	Yelena Whitlie

	Dianna Manson (DM)
	Nick Ball (NB)

	Lynne Barty (LB)
	Graham Cameron (GCam)

	Aline Haggart (AH)
	Jo Young

	Cathy Joyce
	Iain Maclennan

	John Duffus
	Cathie Maclennan

	Jill Powlett-Brown
	Martina Sjölund

	Richard Ellis (RE)
	Rosy Barnes (RB)

	Councillors; MSPs; MPs
	Melanie Main

	Cllr Marilyne MacLaren (MMcL)
	City Council officials

	Cllr Paul Godzik (PG)
	Mohamed Demnati (MD)

	
	L&B police

	
	WPC Denise Clucas (DC)


Apologies

Jennifer Scarce, Brian Sandell, Linda Thomson, Jim Eadie MSP, Lindsay Walls; Cllr Alison Johnstone
1.   Police report
DC reported that in the last month there had been 43 recorded crimes in the northern beat (around Morningside Rd) which is about average.  They included shoplifting, minor thefts and thefts of bicycles from stairs.  There had been a shop break-in for which an arrest had been made.  There had been 34 recorded crimes in the southern beat (Greenbank and Braids), which included 4 housebreakings, 3 through front windows and one through a forced door. Electronic goods had been stolen and the police had suspects.  DC also noted passing of forged £20 notes and warned again of the dangers of leaving car-keys in view on hall tables and so forth.  The success of bicycle patrols by the police was flagged up.

2.  Report from the Chair
The report had been circulated in advance and is appended.  Three major items were discussed by the meeting.
2.1  South Central Neighbourhood Partnership – format of meetings.   LB (Morningside CC representative on the SCNP Board) had, in concert with representatives of other CCs, expressed concern that members of the public would no longer be able to ask questions directly at NP meetings.  JT explained that this arose in part from the abandoning of public NP meetings in favour of themed public events; business meetings of the NP Board would now be opened to the public but questions had to be put via Community Councillors who were members of the Board.  Cllr MMcL (Chair of SCNP Board) explained that most other NPs had already ended public question and answer sessions.  She felt that the same people tended to turn up at these and the Board wanted to achieve greater outreach.  The new format of themed events was aimed at achieving this.  It was a trial and would be reviewed in spring.  Cllr PG noted that feedback to him suggested that the one themed event held so far had engaged people who were not normally reached by the standard NP meetings.

LB reiterated her views that the loss of public question and answer sessions had closed off a valuable channel for direct contact with the NP Board and that the themed events were not necessarily a good substitute.  JT noted that the themed event she had attended appeared to have generated lots of activity but little opportunity for individuals to talk about their concerns.  She felt that this aspect of the themed events should be better publicised.

In general discussion, a number of those present noted that the existence and functions of the NP were not widely known.  JT undertook to circulate details of the NP website to all present, though acknowledging that publicity through the internet was not appropriate for everyone.

[Action JT to circulate details of the NP website]
2.2  South Central Neighbourhood Partnership – restructuring of sub-groups   JT explained that in certain aspects of their work, NPs delegated consideration to sub-groups.  There were currently 14 of these serving SCNP and the Board had proposed rationalisation to align sub-groups with the new set of priorities in the new Community Plan.  All affected CCs and sub-groups had been asked to discuss the proposals and respond to the NP Board.  SG noted that the sub-groups most radically affected were the Environmental Forums (on which he served and which had very limited value), the Parking Sub-committee (which appeared not to have met for a long time) and the 2 Community Safety Sub-committees.  He recommended support for the proposed rationalisation.  AH (Morningside CC representative on one of the Community Safety Sub-groups) also endorsed reduction in the numbers of sub-groups. There was no dissent from other members. JT pointed out that there would be opportunity to discuss this at our October meeting when our speaker would be the Neighbourhood Manager on the Community Plan.

[Action SG to inform the NP Board of support for the proposed restructuring]
2.3  Hearing by the Council Licensing Sub-committee on the application for a late-hours catering licence by Pizza Hut in Morningside Rd   SG expressed his disappointment that little attention appeared to have been paid to objections at the hearing.  He had contacted the Secretary of another CC who had objected to one of the other 5 similar applications by Pizza Hut but who had not attended the hearing.  The response had been that, in their experience, decisions were a foregone conclusion and attendance at hearings a waste of time.

SW expressed the view that selling pizzas late at night was no bad thing and that negotiation with the applicant should have been pursued.  However, the majority of those present endorsed the action by the CC on behalf of the community.

Cllr PG noted that the licensing sub-committee was more likely to listen to individuals directly affected and that the weight given to them was commensurate with numbers.  SG responded that CCs were informed of applications by the City Council and therefore expected to have a voice.  He also felt that taking account of numbers did not fairly reflect situations like this where a few residents might have their lives made a misery by the proposed activity.  He asked that Councillors take note of the perception that there was a disconnection between Council sub-committees and the public.

3.   Minutes of the meeting of 17 August 2011
[Secretary’s note: DM had asked SG before the meeting for an amendment to the Chair’s report in respect of a meeting of the Health and Wellbeing Sub-committee she had attended on behalf of the CC.  This was agreed but pressure of business precluded wider discussion during the meeting].  The minutes had been circulated in advance and were approved without further amendment.
4.   Matters arising from the minutes
A single item was discussed: the Craighouse development.  Display boards provided by Sundial Properties (the developer) were presented to the meeting.  JT noted the proposal led by Robin McLaren of Craiglockhart CC for community ownership of some of the land.  Robin had apologised that he could not attend this meeting and it was agreed that he should be invited to the November meeting.  Cllr MMcL reported that Sundial had expressed willingness to gift some of the land to the community and NB explained that this appeared to be an open area of grass and gorse; the woods were a more complicated issue.

GCam on behalf of the Friends of Craighouse (FOC) noted that this was probably the most significant development of greenspace in Edinburgh for many years.  Although it fell within Craiglockhart, it affected a large number of residents in Morningside and it was appropriate therefore for MCC to represent their views.  FOC had grown out of the major concerns, especially over the scale of new-build, of a number of residents and was actively disseminating information and seeking wider views.  About 150 residents had become involved so far.  They represented a range of concerns and had been encouraged to make these known individually as part of the current consultation process.  It was FOC’s objective to open lines of communication with both Sundial and the City Council but it lacked resources.  The support of Morningside CC was requested to publicise the issues.

In a wider discussion, it was noted that Sundial had a good track record on developing historic sites and had expressed keenness to develop in harmony with the landscape.  GCam agreed that it was desirable to work with Sundial as far as possible.  He stated that no-one wanted the site to be neglected but there were serious concerns about the proposals.  Other points made from the floor were:

· the high conservation and landscape value of the site had not been properly addressed in the proposals;

· despite the reported distribution of a large number of leaflets by Sundial, some residents had not known about it until contacted by FOC;
· the mass of information put out by Sundial lacked details necessary for evaluating whether or not to object;

· potential problems with infrastructure (such as schools, GP surgeries and roads) had not been addressed.

On the first point, RB stated that there were a number of important protections relating to the site.  In particular, the whole site is protected and designated as being of great landscape value in a conservation area. The orchard area, where new building is proposed, is green open space in a conservation area, and other proposed sites for new building  green open space on a nature  conservation site.  None of these designations was mentioned at the developers’ exhibition.
With regard to infrastructure, JT noted that she had already raised the issue of “planning gain” with Sundial and that a new school to relieve pressure on S Morningside Primary should be high on the list.  In this regard, she suggested the Council site in Balcarres St. which is currently scheduled for sale.  Cllr MMcL was also actively pursuing this issue.
SG expressed the view that 150 concerned residents was not a high number in relation to the number of households in the area and that Morningside CC had to consider that there may be many who did not object to the proposals.  Members of FOC present believed that this number of objectors did justify support from the CC but GCam agreed that it was important for FOC to continue to mobilise those who might be concerned by the development and to encourage them to contact their CC.  In discussion of how the CC normally sought the views of residents, JT noted that resources did not allow door-to-door canvassing.  GCam undertook to send a list of questions for consideration by the CC.
[action GCam to send a list of questions to JT/SG]
GC and Cllr MMcL stressed the importance of making concerns known to Sundial now, in the pre-application consultation.  Architects would change their plans in response to the public and Sundial would have to demonstrate in the eventual application that they had taken account of concerns expressed by the community.  It would also be good practice for them to report back to the community before final application.  After that, it would be possible to register objections with the planning authority on the grounds that certain concerns made known to Sundial had not been acted on.  It was agreed that GC should contact the Planning Officer for Craiglockhart CC with a view to arranging a joint meeting with Sundial.
[action GC to contact Craiglockhart CC]
5.   Other reports
In view of the length of the preceding discussion, reports from the Treasurer and the Planning Officer were accepted without further comment.  Both had been circulated in advance and are appended.

6.   Correspondence

JT noted that a Council report on play areas had been received and circulated to members.  She pointed out that Meadows Morningside Ward had only 4 designated play areas whereas some other wards had as many as 30.
7.   Any other competent business
7.1 Edinburgh Association of Community Councils training    RE reported that EACC was to carry out a survey of training needs.  He encouraged members to come forward with ideas.
7.2 EACC sub-group on planning    RE reported that the EACC Committee was canvassing opinion on the value of a sub-group for CC Planning Officers.  GC agreed that this would be worthwhile

7.3 Waste bins from commercial food retailers and caterers  AS noted that several residents had complained about food waste bins being left permanently on the pavement.  MD explained that this was an unavoidable consequence of food hygiene regulations.  Because these bins had been in contact with food waste, they could not be kept inside premises that stored or cooked food for human consumption.  If the trader had no separate area for keeping bins, they had to stay on the pavement.  Undesirable though this might be, he contrasted it with the worse situation before when food waste would leak from bags on the pavement.  He also noted that provision of separate facilities for storing waste bins could usefully be taken into account by planning officers considering applications for retail of foodstuffs.
8.   Date of next meeting
Wednesday 19 October 2011
9.   Summary of action points
· item 2.1 JT to circulate details of the NP website to all present at the meeting
· item 2.2 SG to inform the NP Board of support for the proposed restructuring of sub-committees
· item 4 GCam to send a list of questions from Friends of Craighouse to JT/SG
· item 4 GC to contact Planning Officer of Craiglockhart CC with a view to arrange a joint meeting with Sundial
Steve Gregory

Secretary
MINUTES 21 September 2011 – APPENDIX
A.   REPORT FROM THE CHAIR

Neighbourhood Partnership
At the NP Business meeting on 22 August a decision was taken that in future members of the public would not be able to ask questions at public meetings of the NP but would instead feed questions through their local CC, whose rep on the NP would then take them forward.  It is not 100% clear how we got to here and there has been unease expressed by some CC reps.  This is happening in South Central NP only and none of the other NPs in the city.  We need to discuss this and form a view which can be fed back to the NP.
Local Community Plan.  This has been revised and the priorities for the SCNP for the forthcoming year are:-

· Better services for older people 
· Improve the environment and town centres 
· Better services for young people 
· Improve community safety 
· Improve the quality of life in Dumbiedykes 

The proposed new structure of sub-groups of the NP, designed to take forward the above priorities, is:-

· existing Health & Well Being group.

· new Environment Group, to amalgamate the two existing Environmental Forums and the Tollcross working group.  This group will also deal with some of the issues from the existing Parking group, though some will devolve to local panels and CCs.

· re-formed Children, Young People and Families group, and close the parenting sub-group.

· new Community Safety group, to amalgamate the two existing Safer Neighbourhood Teams.

· existing Quality of Life in Dumbiedykes group.

· existing Meadows and Bruntsfield Links group.

· Existing officer Support group.

We need to discuss this.  We have not had (and have not required) representatives on every existing sub-group but should now consider on which of the new sub-groups, assuming the proposals are agreed, we need representation.

LB’s report on other aspects of the NP meeting is appended below.

Health and Wellbeing sub-group report.  DM attended a seminar on “ Developing Mental Health Services for Older People in Edinburgh”, part of the Mental Health and Wellbeing Strategy for Lothian 2011-2016.  The event prioritised the commitment to older people within the community, including hospital services and social care and support for those with mental health problems and mental illness.  There was a consensus that older people should not feel they were ‘too old to bother about’, and they could still contribute a great amount. There was a proposal to encourage youth groups to interact more with elderly people within their own areas and be more aware of them.  The strategy continues and will provide the opportunity to contribute, by further events and consultations.

The NHS Lothian Review, chaired by Nicola Sturgeon, MSP with the Health Brief for the Scottish Government, will be held next month.  Members who wish to raise issues should feed them to DM

Green Flag awards

The raising of Morningside Park’s first even Green Flag was well attended on 26 August.  Braidburn Valley Park’s flag was raised once again as part of their very successful Fun Day on 5 Sept.  The flag-raising ceremony for Hermitage of Braid will follow soon..

Flooding
A CCTV survey took place in Balcarres Street last week and there will be another starting on 26 Sept.  We await reports on the findings.  The Clock, which was damaged by the flooding, is now back in service and the works have been re-sited further up the structure in the hope that they will be clear of any future floods.

Craighouse

A number of members attended the events arranged by the development company.  Great interest was expressed and many comments were submitted.  The company were keen to come and talk to us again at our September meeting but I took the decision that all those who wanted to comment at this stage had had ample opportunity to do so.  We will maintain a dialogue with them as things progress towards the Planning application and will report any changes.

Christmas Lights 

One school has agreed to take part.  The other has music teacher problems but hopes to recruit a parent to help.  The band is in place and Robin Harper has agreed to be our celebrity.
Parking

An information evening was held at South Morningside school on 5  Sept and a number of members attended.  I asked both Councillors and officials whether they would take note of the differing views in different parts of the area so that the majority of residents could have the outcome they wanted locally, and I was assured that this would certainly be taken into account.  The consultation exercise finishes on 23 September.

Licensing

The application to run a second-hand car dealership from a residential address in the Craighouse area has been withdrawn.

SG and a local resident attended the hearing on the proposed extension of the late catering licence for Pizza Hut in Morningside Road, to which we had submitted an objection.  This was one of 6 similar applications, which had all attracted objections from their local CCs and residents, though we were to only one to send a representative.  The decision was deferred pending enquiries about zoning and a complaint of failure to comply with conditions of change of use when the business first opened.  New hearing will be 14 October. 

Proposed National Network for Community Councillors

This was circulated and SG has analysed responses received from 7 members.  The result does not give us a mandate to take any action as a CC and none of the members responding were willing to take individual action.  I suggest we take this no further until a new structure has been developed and then consider whether we wish to join it.

Notifications of forthcoming meetings and events

· EACC Question Time with Council chief executive Sue Bruce.  City Chambers, Saturday 24 Sept at 10am.  This is likely to be a lively and rewarding discussion.  Please book now with SG if you plan to attend.

· Engaging Communities on Climate Change.  Rose Street, Friday 23 Sept, 10am – 4pm.  Note this all-day course is not free, but if anyone wishes to go we can discuss the CC funding a place.

· Volunteer Recruitment Fair, York Place, Wed 28 Sept, 10am – 7pm.  Drop in but with workshops at set times.

Jean Thompson

18 September 2011

South Central Neighbourhood Partnership Meeting 22nd.August, 2011.

1.   We received a letter on 15th.August,2011 from Cllr. MacLaren about the changes to the NP Meeting Cycle, i.e. that some of the meetings in future will be Themed Events instead of the more formal Business Meetings. Referring to these she wrote: “Members of the public will of course be welcome to attend the Business Meeting and provision will be made for this.”  No record was made there or in the Minutes of the previous Business Meeting on 19th. May that members of the Public would now no longer be permitted to ask questions directly at Business Meetings. At the Meeting on 22nd. August and afterwards some CC representatives expressed concern that this was now assumed to be in operation. The opinion was expressed that Members of the Public be entitled to ask questions either directly or through their CC representative as before.

2.  The Older People’s Themed Event was considered to have been successful by 88.24% of older participants interviewed. I expressed concern at the lack of Minority Ethnic representation, contacts for which I had passed on to Madeleine Traynor during the planning for this event. The next Themed Event will be on ‘Alcohol Use and its Effects on Health and the Community’ - date to be confirmed.

3. Grants were approved for: Gowrie Care (£800), Canongate Youth Project (Partial Award - £900), Dumbiedykes Gardening Project (£1750) and The Bike Station ( Partial Award - £955).

4. The next meeting will be held on Monday 10th.October,2011. Members of the Community Council and Public may be particularly interested to attend this Meeting.

Lynne Barty

15th. September 2011.
B.  PLANNING REPORT
St Peter’s former school site, Falcon Gardens: 10/02597/FUL:  a further enforcement appeal has been made to the Council after construction commenced on a large timber surround for a bin store very close to the adjoining ground floor flat window.   This development is so inappropriate as to appear almost malicious in intent.   Odours from the bins in warm weather could render the bedroom unusable.  Any fire in the bins could impinge on the whole tenement since fire could penetrate the bedroom window.  Various agencies have been contacted to get this potentially dangerous construction stopped since it is also not being built in the approved place.

1 Nile Grove  -  Braid Sanctuary  - 11/01951/FUL:  This application has been recommended for acceptance to the Development Sub-Committee by the planning officer and, if passed, should finally allow development to commence on the building’s conversion.

358, 360, 364 Morningside Road  - 11/02002/ADV:  This application for the new Sainsbury signage was granted consent on 5th August.

20 Jordan Lane  -  11/02156/FUL:  The quite controversial proposals for major alteration and extension of this dwelling with new garage and associated hard and soft landscaping have been withdrawn hopefully as a result of the many local objections.

Craighouse Campus: Public consultation is proceeding with three recent exhibition dates at Old Craig having provided first sight of the outline areas of new residential development at the site with comment sheets being made available to visitors.   More detailed plans are promised in the next round of exhibition dates.  Note that when applying for planning consent in due course, the developer is required to demonstrate how public opinions have been obtained and taken into account.

Proposed erection of 15 m tall replica telegraph pole to accommodate Vodafone/O2 antenna within GRP shroud plus ground level cabinet at Canaan Lane:   This application continues to cause local concern, particularly around health issues, however there are few grounds on which objections can be made.  

Morningside Glory Public House:  Temporary and unsightly timber frames have been erected around sections of the stone balustrading over this public house.   The situation was drawn to the attention of the Building Conservation Public Safety team who confirmed that the measures taken appeared suitable and safe.

16 Craighouse Terrace - 11/02699/FUL: Objection has been lodged to the proposed replacement of existing timber windows with UPVC tilt and turn windows since these would be contrary to the new Conservation Area requirements.   The particular application is a low key rear location, however the cumulative and knock-on effects of such applications being approved is likely to alter the period character of the Conservation Area. 

Generally: 

A new “Sustainable Edinburgh 2020” has been published by the City Council with comments requested in a very short period ending 16th September.

Goff Cantley
Planning Officer

C.  TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer’s Account: CEC Grant of £865.04 less £60.00 for Insurance received. Payments made to auditor £50.00, The Open Door £40.00 and Secretary £19.72. Balance on account £1355.38. Advice received from CEC that £49.40 is being credited in respect of our invoice of 5th July.

Community Account: £100.00 in respect of Hire of Boards credited. Donation made to Morningside Church £50.00. Balance on account: £2031.88. 
Lindsay Walls

Treasurer
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