Friends Of Craighouse Group – Presentation to Morningside Community Council  21 Sept. 2011
Presentation by Graham Cameron :- 

I am a Morningside resident and recently attended the public exhibition

presented by the Craighouse Partnership regards development of the Craighouse site. I am aware that the development site sits in the Craiglockart Community Council area, however the development is likely to result in significant impact on residents of Morningside. Recent meeting minutes from Morningside Community Council also refer to the development.
So the purpose of attending this evening is twofold :-

-  To hear of any further news regards the development.

-  To provide some background to the Community Council
   on the Friends OF Craighouse Group and how we may work together
So, who are we ?

· We are  made up of families, kids, individuals, a real cross section of the community and we’ve reached across the generations - over 160 people from age 8 – to age 80. The 160 people have joined the group following an initial distribution of just 230 leaflets, a fantastic rate of interest for us !
      Imagine what we can achieve with some concerted effort !
· We set up to share information and because we love and care about the site

· We are trying to preserve this amazing historic landscape both for the local community and also the people of Edinburgh due to its important status as one of Edinburgh's seven hills - This is a very important site - It is so important we all get this right
· We are collecting and disseminating information on meetings and events.
· We are reviewing the developers financial plan and working out what is sustainable (we want any development to be a success for the community)

· We are having a meeting to learn more about the planning process so we can inform people properly about how the new planning process works.

· We are helping people have a voice by finding out about material planning constraints on the site
So, everything we are doing is aimed at finding as much factual information as we can which we will disseminate to the local community. 
We do seek to have a productive dialogue with the developers: they are working to try and maximise their return ; we want to preserve the green space and for new-build to be kept to a minimum. But at the end of the day this is about facts and figures and we are working hard to examine all the information to work out what is sustainable.

We believe it is possible to have a sustainable plan for the buildings without damaging the landscape.

So, how might we work with the Community Council  ? 

Well, there are a lot of practical things we are doing or intending to do on which we may be able to co-operate, such as  
- identifying areas of common concern regards the Craighouse development.

- exploring ways in which we may can work together on communications :-
  i) communication with the public
    Website–www.friendsofcraighouse.com (news / photos+resident quotes )
    Facebook page

    Email group

    Flyers on Craighouse

    Word Of Mouth

     Posters in shops

     Petition - in shops

     Petition – street collection

     Pettion – house to house collection

     Community Council involvement – Morningside and Craiglockhart

     Links to Other Groups, eg Friends Of Craiglockhart Woods / Other
    Community  Councils who have experience of opposing developments
    Press briefings
 ii) communication with the council
     Information requests 
 iii) communication with the developers
     Information requests 
 iv) preparing for potential planning objections, in particular :-
      Reviewing Local Plans and all relevant Council Policies. –many people 
      don't  realise how special this place and how many important designations 
     there are on the site. It is  actually considered special by the council too. 
     The whole site is of Great Landscape Value in a Conservation Area – the
     orchard is Open Green Space in an area of Great Landscape Value and
     we believe there are also Nature Conservation sites they want to build 
     over. And then of course there is the issue of access which is absolutely 
     precious  to so many people we have already spoken to – and it must be
     fought for.  
 v) submitting planning objections
 vi) and finally, exploring ways in which we can share resources and possibly 

  funding for the above activities
       

So, to sum up, this is clearly an extremely important development, with  potentially significant impact on both the local community and the wider Edinburgh community. In fact we think it’s the most significant development of green space within Edinburgh for a number of years. We believe it is possible to have a sustainable plan for the buildings without damaging the landscape. It is so important we all get this right, and then we can all look forward to enjoying Craighouse for generations to come.
